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kind, and this country will become worse than
Mexico.

"What I apprehend is that because John has taken
such strong ground on the question of slavery, that I
will first be watched and suspected, then may be ad-
dressed officially to know my opinion, and lastly some
fool in the Legislature will denounce me as an aboli-
tionist spy, because there is one or more southern man
applying for my place.

"I am therefore very glad you are not here, and if
events take this turn, I will act as I think best. As
long as the United States Government can be main-
tained in its present form I will stand by it. If it is
to break up in discord, strife, and civil war, I must
either return to California, Kansas or Ohio. My
opinions on slavery are good enough for this country,
but the fact of John being so marked a Republican
may make my name so suspect that it may damage the
prospects of the Seminary, or thought to do so, which
would make me very uncomfortable. . . ."

"SEMINARY, ALEXANDRIA, La.,

"December 16, 1859.

", , . It so happened that General Graham came
out the very day of my return, not knowing that I was
here, and he brought with him Mr. Smith,1 the Pro-
fessor of Chemistry, who is one of the real Virginia
R F. V's, a very handisome young man of twenty-two,
who will doubtless be good company. He is staying
with General Graham but will move here in a few days.

1 Francis W. Smith.safety of slave property, so long will this
